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diversity of language ;rcps arr- r in -h-

schools. was almost inevitable ',..hat 'her , a- .1..rge sca.e

study of students who learned 7.nglish as a o,cond language, 11.-s-irnr

would be raised about the various language groups. At the meeting

of tr2 :2pec.;a1 Committee re Educating ..:ew Canadians, June 2C, 19,9,

trustees were assured that such questions ould be exami:.e-_i in a for _-

coming report.

Comparing language groups on such factors as abili'y or

achievement requires certain qualifications. It would be meaningles

to compare all Italian with all Polish students without controlling

such basics as age and grade. However, such basic factors as grad-

age are not sufficient to describe the variations in performance of

students in Toronto whose mother tongue is not English.

It was noted in a previous report
1
that 38.5 per cent Of

students in grades five, seven and nine did not learn rlglish as a

first language: some were born in Canada, others arrived while they

were infants, others arrived after having started school in another

iland. Because of such background factors
2
it is necessary to subdivide

the students within each specific language group. For example, in

1 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian oririn: A

descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toronto: The Board

of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 196') (#(1)).

Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian origin: The

relation of language and rural-urban background to academic -Ichievement
and ability. Toronto: The Board of Education for the City of Toronto,

Research Department, 1969 (#76).
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looking at German speaking students, it is necessary '(-' distinguish be.wee::

students who were born in Canada and learned German as a firs. language

and students born outside Canada and learned German as a first langua:e.

urthermore, since Jtudnto :,ra 2anai. .rrl.

varlou:; a;es, thiL factor sh,:ull be controlled also. An_.t:.-r

invectigating tne aye -irr:7-11 to achleit

to se: trite the non-Canadian born student,: Lit.) ,.:rd.:

groups. Early arrivers were defined as those who arrivri .Inder the hg" of

seven years, and late arrivers were those seven years ,Inri older oh ..rriva].

These restrictions, which allow more meaningful :.tatements t-

4made, result in she following subdivisions for each language group.

p

"De"

Students born in Canada who learned

English as a second language. These

students can be thought of as "second

generation" immigrants.

Students born outside Canada who learned

English as a second languageland who

arrived in Canada at 6 years of age or

younger.

"Dl" Students born outside Canada who learned

English as a second language, and who

arrived in Canada at 7 years of age or

older.

3 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian orizin: Relation
of age on arrival to academic achievement and ahilitv. Toronto: The
Board of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 1770
(in preparation).

4 The designation of "B" and "D" is consistent with designations used in
parallel reports.



i5ecaus, immigrants leave their lat_7. of

reasons, students in the various subgroups canno', and mus,, no be

considered representative of their country, and in thi r,-per4 1:

based on language spoken rather than country of birth.

qualification must be nod: reasons for migration changc,

policies change anti yesterday's immigrant,s are r.-'t nr_,c,,so-tri2y

be like tomorrow's immigrants.

inrrr-%:i



ihis 1-Port will attPmpt to idnntify so:: n of th-

-1dvniages and disadvantages enoynd by differing language groups. (and

by the types of students %:ithin thnm). if clnarly d' _n'". i%--erns

exist within any language group, then soma conclusion, may ie ra;-

to assist in planning the students' curricula.

Table 1 shows the number of bilingual students, by grad,-, as

described in the above categorizations. Within each coil (i.e. grpur

by grade) as many as 26 languages may be represented. The StudPni 1;ac.1-

ground Questionnaire5 from which the language information was obtain0d,

contained a check list of 26 languages but some languages were checked

by few, or even none of the students. Frequencies for each language'

group are reported in the Appendix. Where there seemed to be "adequat0"

representation at one or more grade levels, a language group was selected

for inclusion in the analyses. Table 2 indicates which language groups

were selected. Although only eight language groups were selectPd, an

examination of Tables 3 to 5 in the Appendix shows that at some grade

levels a language group may be represented by only a few students. This

limitation is most apparent for the Greeks, born in Canada, where there

are 30 in grade five but only 5 in grade seven and 6 in grade nine.

5 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian origin: A

descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toronto: The Board

of education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 19(,S, rti(P).



TAbLE 1

:ITE:LER OF 3TUDENT3 1.:1 THE 1:!..11=AL rIRCUF::

Group

-leGrad e

7

t3- second generation 401 263

De- early arrival 172 160
...

D1- late arrival 215 13b 2,f:"1 ,.:-).

Totals 7r8 559 75E :1 '

TABLE 2

LANGUAGE GROUPS SELECTED ON THE CRITERION OF ADEQUATE REPRE.3E1TATIC:1

Bilingual Student Cateogory

B De DI
(Second Generation) (Early Arrival) (Late Arrival)

LANGUAGES

Chinese

French

German German

Greek Greek

Italian Italian

Polish

Portuguese

Ukrainian

Chinese

Greek

Italian

Fortugueoe



:ts 1,,,L71,-, 2 indicates, wa2 :7,ssil_le

rno!or :.:gunge groups in each cat.,g,ry. rihe , s,

cat gory .B) contains srven di:ferent languar-, grruls 1-

are contained in each of groups and D.,. This vario-ion r,f:,,-

) a relatively stead/ and heavy f] ow of Immigrants

Italian; and (b) a shifting pattern of immigration for so Tie cf

language groups. These figures do not represent I.ota] immigration to

Toronto as they do not, for one thing, include seror.ce school da'o.

addition, students born in Canada, learning :'nglish as a second langua47e,

might include a few third generation immigrants.

The basic analysis of the data consisted of the calcula-tic:

mean scores for students in each selected language group, by grade.

Student scores were available on ten measures which have

described elsewhere
6

. They were:

Picture Vocabulary (P.V.)

Computational Skill ;C.S.)

Progressive Matrices (P.M.)

Teacher Ratings (T.R.)

and a six part test of basic
English Skills (1 to VI).

To examine meaningfully the resulting 450 means that were calculated,

all means were converted to a common base (unit normal deviates) and

expressed graphically. To place these analyses in context, performance

is reported with reference to the average performance of all the studPnts

at each grade level.

6 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of nonCanr-dian origin: A

descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toronto: The Board

of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 1969 (#60).



The first eight figureh ,verage scon-h

language groups by gr_tde and student category or. f,:,ur of -1, trh-

i.e. P.7., and T.R. (the second group of edght . rr:

data on the subtests of English skills).

NOTE TO READER: in th.Lse figures the points representing

average performance on each test have been

connected like a graph, for each group, e.g.,

13

De

This procedure implies a scale on the

horizontal axis, i.e. a continuum on some

variable. Obviously, the four different

tests (P.V., C.S., P.14., T.R.) shown in

Figures 1 to F are discrete variables and

could be shown in any order.

The points for each test were joined to

facilitate making visual comparisons of

the similarities or variations among groups

and among grades. Thus,a set of four points

in any grade joined by a line (solid or dotted)

represents a pattern of performance for a

specific group of students.

No statistical tests have been applied to the data. Because

of the small numbers in some groups very large differences would be

required to achieve statistical significance; whenever a point is wiihin

.4 from the grade mean it is unlikely that one is seeing more than

chance variation; in some instances a difference of at least .P between

two points is required to achieve significance. On the other hand, when



4

ar-

,ssen'Ially :e-2aus,- -here ar. r'

A his poin'

r.Pne fc2l %thg ar

similar examlnatien c' 'he

observes' ions may -o r, r. / want. al-e

the auhorsr observa.ions.

"second Generation" :7-udents Grow:

Three, of the language r_,-rou:s .r-ne:, . :(

rer_resented only by "second generPtion"

it is worthwhil,e 'c look, a. -h..r In re71.1'.ch

age groups, Figures 1 to 2 Figure 7, Pcrtu:-,.ese, le,r Gr

It will be observed a- mos-t. th,s- studen-s, (n m-s' measures,. :.r'

above the grade average. ades five and ';!(-,". 1.4'ir

among the scores on the differen. .-sts, ,xeeFtiors .(

tior for grades five a:4 seven are observable for the Chines'. and f'or

five Greeks in grade seven. Ir. grade nine, however, a distihct chng, is

noticeable, with the scores on the Picture Vo,rabu-lary

markedly superior. The lack of variabili'y in grades f:ve

reflect acculturt.tion, i.e. they are s".mi:ar 'o all Ca%adi..n ..or::

flo explanation is suggested for the conhistent ouis'anling grade nine

performance on the Pic urn Vocabulary Test.

Chinese (Figure 1)

The students who learned Chinese as a moiner tongue

distinctive pattern not found among the Jther stud''r.' ho slolt

languages. The focus, it is reported, is on na'terns of scores.

students, born in Canada .e. Group B), and th, recen- imm:grat's



-ro ,

c:.- susl-

ce. The :I.-ti

and t

-ach-rs ar- thr i r

:ir.ce the -cr f. r

students had with . sound discrim_ln-.

t-r

ov.,rcome by gra ie ninkt for thos, ar,

German ,Figure 3)

There war, not enou--: rre--nt .its to provide d.:"

all three categories. it is ap-: ,r. n y ha bc- h -those 1 orn in

and those who immigrated at an early ap-e show simi-lar n,att re

formance in grach sey,-r and nire. ir gra f 4 h, -ts 1 or.

outside Canada to have lour r "ocabulary cores.

generally is one tact shows above average sores with no specific area

of strength or weakness except for the °tit standing grade idne 'performa ("0

on the Picture Vocabulary st.

Greek , Figure 4)

All thr categories of Greek s udent,s are re:,resen",ed,

this was done at he expense of Inclui :-g some groans whe r- then- wen

few Students. This may account, for the fact that the only clear pa.,'ern

is S."i3, in grade five. Here Computational :7,:1.:11s are consistent

strongest area and Picture Vocabulary the w.->akes- area.

Italian (Figure 5)

The Italian students are he most adequatel/ rel.'resen",

terms of numbers. All three groups show a similar -rn ir. r-r-d



- C -

vara :

anuI "ree grnul s show a sirall..r

y di ff PrPn- f'ror 4 r.- -; -r, rer.. . -.re

changPs from a ss in gr. o s -n-

;on .: ut a.4 ;74 rang rsi 7:

espoci a: : y relat f v, o Pr s Ra4 ingc.

Portuguese ,Figur,--

There were not Pnougl. "secor.ci gPriera' S E

to include in this figure. ThP pat' erns I n graces ninr,

indeed the mixed pa-4,1 Prn in grade seven are very similar -I

terns . The gains in "icture Vocabulary are great 7:s ar-

in Teacher s Ratings. Computui onal Skil] s does n t occi,,ry as .,ni

a position for the grade five Portuguese as it does for +h,

Italians.
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Yigures 9 lo 16 show thP :Prformahc, of Pacl.

and thr student catPgories within them or th, romainin;7 siy

thP subtPsts of ''nglish :_,anguai_7e Skills). The diffPr,:-e s

thP language and student categoriPs sand grades) on these' .:i . u s's

must o viewed with caution as the rellabiU4y and validi4y o'

have not been established. For this reason thP eight langt.ag( grouts

are discussed collectively and generally, and not separately as -r,

the first four test measures.

The six parts comprising the test. of basic Eng:lisl,

are:

I Sound Discrimination

II Sound Recognition

III Intonation -- Meaning

IV Vocabulary

V Vocabulary -- Functors

VI Idiomatic Usage

Generally the performance of the second generation (3) group

across the various languages tended to be at or slightly above the grade

averages, with only a few exceptions.

Because the test was intended to tap basic skills it was

expected that those students who had recently begun learning "nglis'.1

would have some difficulty, while the rest would get perfect or near

perfect scores. This was confirmed.

In the language groups where B was represented as well as D,

or D
1,

(Figures 9, 11, 12, 13) it was noted that the B groups tended

to outperform slightly the other groups. However, the performance of

the early arrivals ( De) also tended to be close to the level of grade-

averages. Thus,in Figures 11, 12 and 13, the De groups performed



t

t

1

-20-

sinLarly to Yrie 1,- groups and in some instances slightly

:mare 15 Fortuguese) where a N group is r verreseri,d .-rc

all so perform close to grade averages.

Not surprisingly, the students who were over six :.-earr 0:1

when they arrived in Canada, D1, perform below average on this --s4. 2c'n

more important, the test, suggests that the pattern of difficu]4i,s . xp le

by the Chinese (Figure 9) were unique. Using prepositions am -1:scrimina4-

ing sounds were very difficult, while getting meaning from inlonn'ion v&h

consistently the easiest of all skills tested. For Greeks (Figure 12),

Italians (Figure 13) and Portuguese (Figure 15) the grade nine stuients

as well as the grade seven Italian students showed a pattern of incre%sin

difficulty moving from subtest I to subtest VI with the pencil and paper

portions of the test being more difficult than the oral sections.

At grade five it appeared that the test of idioms and, as with

the Chinese, the intonation test were the easiest. There appeared to

be somewhat less variability in averages at grade five than at grade nine.
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Pront..1

concorning paronts' oduca4-!en

_,7yses such as have boon reported hero.

lovel of various immigrant groups differs

If no ...v.

Howevor, because' a largo crf of thr r.s

"Don't Know," to this item on the background quostionn%iro, there Yr'n

too few responses on which to bas' any ostimato of the ar'nis' ra:-

educational background.

A previous report describing non-Canadian born and Cav,d1an

born students has noted the great lack of students' information r Tarding

their parents' education. 7
In the city-wide sample of grades five, s, on

and nine, the proportion of Canadian born students who rospondod "Don't

Know" for mothers'and fathers' educational attainment was 0.0 ;or cont

and 52.4 per cent respectively. Among non-Canadian born students the

proportions were slightly higher, 50.6 per cent for mothers and 54..1 r.er

cent for fathers.

The language groups included in this report (and the studon

groups within each) showed a varying but high proportion of "Don?' ,no-"

responses. Generally, the highest proportions of "Don't Kno.:" respons's

were found in grade five, with slightly lo,ver ones in grade nino. For

example, in grade five, proportions in the 70 and PO per cont rangos

common; among students who had learned Polish (Group B) P1.5 per cent

reported they did not know their mothers' education and P5.2 per

did not know their fathers' education. At tho grade nine lovol iro-

portions were somewhat lowe2 usually ranging around 30 'n lyfl r do'.

7 Ramsey, C. A., & Wright, E. N. Students of non-Canadian
descriptive report of students in Toronto schools. Toront): inc arr;

of Education for the City of Toronto, Research Department, 1, p. 44.
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CONCLUSION

This report was not an attempt to "pit" any one language group

against another. The difference in immigration patterns would render this

a fruitless exercise. Furthermore, only eight groups were selected and

described. Rather, the general aim was to see, if possible, whether

cultural differences produced distinct patterns of performance on a variety

of measures. Thus, in terms of language background, eight cultures are

represented. If a culture showed a distinctive pattern of performance

this should be observable at various grade levels and for early as well

as late arrivals.

The only language group which came close to displaying a distinctive

pattern was the Chinese. The results generally showed that no clear

patterns were observable on the basis of language alone. However, on

the basis of language and student type, some patterns were discernible.

The following tendencies can be faintly perceived; grade five

patterns and grade nine patterns seem to be different and grade seven

patterns are a mixture of the two. This seems most apparent among the

Mediterranean groups. However, three of the other language groups were

only represented by "born in Canada" students. Among the three Mediter-

ranean groups, the Greeks seemed most distinct. The general superiority

of all "born in Canada" students is most apparent in grade nine, especially

on the Picture Vocabulary Test.

The number of students in any one group is small and only the

greatest contrasts are significant. The few observations have, therefore,

been heavily qualified. The reader should spend some time studying the
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TPLZ 3

al:1ER OP -:TUDE=.), ICH)I lILLJU
(i.e. SY-(OUP P)

2,racie Gra,lo

:rat i

:nee ,-

0secho-:2,1ovak
1

Danish 0 1

Dutch 4 i

Eng:lish

Estonian
5 10

French 1519

German 32 ,31

Greek
531

Hungarian 11 3 3

Italian 15

JarDanese /

Latvian 6 12 1.

Lithuanian 9 11

2:altese
1 3

Norwegian 0 0 1

Pplish 30----1. 27

Portuguese b 1

Roumanian
1 0

Russian
1 3 3

Spanish 0 1 )

Swedish 0 0

Ukrainian 41 , 346

id3131-1 4 1

Yugoslavian 10 3 10

Total 401 26; 2e.,0

These groups(----4.) are selected for analyses in Figuruo 1

through 16.
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TA=

CI, STUDE::TS, tL
(i.e. GROUP b L C;P,.,DE AID 1.;...I17.7A,1-r-_,

Gr.,.de 7

Arai,i 0

se
7

1?

C7e,:-Slrak

Danish 10 C)

Dutz'h 1 1

English

Estonian 0 0

Fren.-'a .
-2

German 11 17

Greek 21 16 1')-4.

Hur4-arian 7

Italian o- 67i

JThanese 2 C)

Lntvian 0 0 1

Lithuanian 1 3

:%ltcse 2 1

iorwe,!,:-In 0

1-J.1i.s. 7
..

Porturuese

Roumanian 0 i

Russian 0 1 0

Spanish 0 2 I,

Swedish 1 0

Ukrainian 1

Yiddish 0 () 1

Yugoslavian 10 7 1:

Total 172 10

These groups are selected for analyses in Figures i

through 16.
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CEO'S: Di) I E,,3E

14

Grade ira-ie 7

.1.)

3

I.)atch

7stc,n*..n 0

4 1'

'German 1:

Greek 13

ungarian

Italian 79 71

Japanese 1

Latvian o 0 3

Lithuanian 0 0

1

Fr.13::h 7

i'ortujuese , 4,)

Rou:-.%nian

Russian 0 1

jpanish 5 5

.)wedish fl

viddish 0

11A,_;os1.1vian

Theo groups lre selected for analyses in Fiuro. I

through 1 .


